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another year I will be free. It is better to serve out
the sentence than to run away and become an outlaw
for life, for without a proper document you can never
get a job, at any rate not a decent job."
A small grove through which we were passing ended
abruptly and the outline of the huge red prison build-
ing came into view. We approached it quickly. My
companion reported to the military guard who directed
him to a machine shop with no more concern than he
would if the man were an ordinary visitor on a business
errand.
THE pre-revolutionary prisons have left a "gloomy
remembrance" with the Russian people which the
Soviet authorities are most careful not to permit the
hew penal institutions to duplicate. This, in combina-
tion with the wide system of self-government, fostered
by the Soviet correctional institutions as a part of the
reeducation of the criminal for normal social and com-
munal life, makes the task of maintaining discipline
among Soviet prisoners one of great delicacy and
diplomacy.
Prison attendants in the Soviet Union operate under
strict military law. In case of urgency they have not
only the right but the duty to enforce order by every
means at their command. Yet they are most seriously
cautioned against resorting lightly or inadvertently to
any measure of force or punishment that might be
construed as oppressive, caste-like and therefore as